Photograph from "The Great White South" by Herbert G. Ponting, F. R. G. S. Copyright

SEAL  KEEPING  A  HOLE   CLEAR  IN  THE   ICE   FOR   FISHING

This is a picture of the coast in winter, when the sea is frozen into a white plain., The ice

is seldom over five feet thick, however, and the movement of tide and currents causes it to

crack, leaving gaps which are kept open by the seals diving in to catch fish.   They can stay

under the ice for as much as fifteen minutes, but must then come out again for air.
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